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OF THE 
Fearful Eſtare 
Ot 
FR ANCIS SPIRA, 
In the year, 1548. 
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Compyled by Nath. Bacon, Eſq. 
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| E D3 truth of this Pi2ozp enſuing, veſſdes 


| Circumffences of place, perſon, t{me,occay 
ſion, ſo exactip obſerved, I refer my ſelfto 
the relation of thoſe godly'men-whs tn 
ſeveral Languages hade manifefted to 
Y the wozld the ſeveral paſſages thereof. And al- 
though J am uot ignozant, that at the firft they 
were not only not credited, but alſo diſcredfted 
and flandered, by ſuch as found them to bo a 
Blur ta the Rowan P2ofeMſion ; pet they left not 
I their luftre thereby: but ( being acquitced by 
many Compurgatozs of ſeveral Nations, and 
ſome of the Romiſh Religion, being all of them 
ſpectatv2s of this Tragedis ) it occaſioned not 
H only a further manifeftation « confirmation of the 
W truth, but-alſo a large @ moze freqnent confluence 
HW to fee that which they had fozmerlp only 'heard 
of. This partiy appeareth out of ſicceding fo2y, 
W hut moze fully out of an Apology Wzitten by 
"oerine: Biſhop of Jukinople, who 'was * 
ts the fain of Porery + jo whey porn 
| | i of Woperp : Apo 
YON, Rotan, Suffragan - of Padun, 1s Thoztlp 
and plainlp declared, what was ſafd, what wa 


p 
$ 
done, and who were p2eſent. If that it be demand- 


ed, what moved me to-compile this Treatiſe? 
W*pira, fell them, that: tt ſbould teech fear and rc 


Foerencet anv inzeed ameng all rhcfe that 
Foome <o feetim few o2 none returns urfſhaken: 
A 2 VEL BEerilg 
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go'ſce him. again; bur I exceedindly fear a 
crimble; andin his Apology ſaith, Ic is ſuchÞ. 
rare exmplezis [would willingly ge tothe furtf'. 
eltparts oftheyworldco heat or ſee the like Th 
Lady Jane to her Fatyers Cyuaplain (that 
had failen into *pira's Un ) faith, Kemeny | 
ber the lamentable eſtate of Spitz, 4 av | 
knowledge that there hath been to:m: ly 
x Book publiſhed in our Pother tongue, concery 
ing this ſubſea ; but; (as far as 1 £an learn, fo; | 
AF could never pet-obcain any of their } tr way | 
.nothing (o large and various as this p2eſer 
Treatiſe : andas J have heard a + rarſla: ic 
-pfonly one.of the Tractates from Where 3 hal 
gadhered this pzeſent diſeourſe in part. Concer 
Ing mp care and fidelity in this biſinifle, t 
luch, as J map truely ſap ( without changing 
-Eolour.) chat there is no! one (cnteice of all cy. 
Wo2k atrivuted vunto the perſon of >pira, bu; 
"path its warrant either from the @piſties of Vay] 
Berius and Gribauldus, P:otcfMo2s of the Lal: 
at Padua, 02 from the diſcourics of Heng 
-$crimger @ Scottiſh mar, Sigifmund Geloni 
'Tranfilvanian, dad Marth. Bocha a Divine 
Baſil: neithor bave J caken 8p other liberf 
Shan, 4s a relation, to weave the fozelaid 
'Fourſes one within another-: ſ@ as thole wh 
_undor ſeveral, Wiziters were :'vefoze cauni] 
ſeveral, -are riow'( by mp enteavours') redut 
into one intire Pifto2zp conneved by due ineceſth 
-pf time and oceeffon, as punctually as could! 
Aimed at, by the-circumffances noted inthe will 
-Ungs of thoſe holy and learned men befoze na 
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fi Thus to colleR, had ; 
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COme ſcattered parcels of this Story lay 
in forraign Papers; which hadlt not found 
away ! 


\ 


been obvious pray - 


4 never ſeenthe day. E 
Reader,wouldft ſee-how-finning 2gain(t thelight 
Wil quench: and leave the ſonl in a ſad night 
diſcontenti? Come hither, Reader,;then,look- 
And learn light-quenching ſins ro fear,Chere 


Reader»woldſt ſce the comfort-breathing Spit 
The grieve,what curſleſſe grief it doth demerit? 
Ceme- hither then, look here. 


Here ſeea ſoul that's all deſpzir; A man 
All hell: a ſpirit all one wound t whe can 
a wounded ſpirit bear ? om 


Reader-Wouldit ſee{wha t maiſt thou never feel) 
Deſpairs,racks,tortures, whips of burning ſteel 
Come then, look h ore, 


A 3 Behold 


"7 . mY # P F 
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To the Author and Reader? 


Behold this man, this farnace, in whoſe heal 
$1n hath created hells. Oh ? in each part 
| What flames appear 7 
ns (tings, words ſwords, brimſtogy. | 
1S DIEATN) : 
His ſight flames, wiſhes curſes, likea death 3 |}: 
A thouſand deaths live in him, he not dead, | / i 
A breathing courſe in living fcalding leed a 
And yet he lives our Monument to cell 
bow black are quenched lights ; 
Quench joyes are double trights,. 
Black dayes aredonble nighes 3 
Heaven raked, loſt, a double hell; 


have call'd thee Reader, prey ſobe. 
Read this, that others read not Thee: 


Legas Hiftoriam 
Ne fias Hiſtoria, 
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Xtraerdinary Ex amplesof divine Juliice 
þ <: 'never intended for a nine dayes 
1 into a ſtatueof melting ſnow; not of laſting ſalt; 


 hominibus preſtaret condimentum3 quo fapiant 


| ones Were very de fcAive,: and vow Worn out 


wonder, elſe would he, when he ex- 
empliffed Wot's Wife , have turned her 


which (tood: as Joſephus tells us, till his age, 
after the deftruRtion of Jeruſalem ; and as ſome 
Travellers report, till at this day, Ut quoddam 


unde illud caveatur exemplumz Aug. de civirt. 
Det, lib, !6;cap. 30, for a ſeaſon againit cor up» 
tion, a: preſervative againſt Apoſtacy. 1 his 
Tragedy, when freſh and new. waSthe conver- 
fion and confirmation of ſundry Worthies?. 
Vergerius a daily ſpectator thereof, forſakin 
a rich Biſheprick of Jultinopolis, and tents of 
Antichrilt, went to Baſil, and died a worthy, 
Proteſtant: Many Nations had eye witneſles'of 
their own Students, then is the Univerſity of 
Padua, who penned the Story, the Copies 
whereof are frequently revived ; our Engliſh 


of Shops and hands: Sundry Manuſecrj 
this abroad imperfeRt; which moved met 


ts of 


com 


> 


arethis labour of a worthy Gentleman ( who 


aithfully tranſlated it out of Italian, French and _ 
Dutch Letters) with the Latine of Ccelius - - 
Secundus, Curio, Matthzus Gribauldus, Profeſ- 
ſors of the Civil Law in Pabuaz,Sigiſmund 
Gelons, 2 Tranfilvanian, Henrious Scotuss,. alt 
daily Viſitors of Spira, and find it accord with 
them. Touching Spira's perſon» I find moſt lears 
ned Writers do une to the right and hope 
+ inl- 23 


| Tull hand; moved by his fweet, hnmble af 
charitable ſpeeches * ſome few deſperate onff . 
Excepted- thar fell from him in ſfomelit$ 
agonies: which kept bim faſting and watchiy 
about ſix Moneths ſpace, eating nothing by 
what was forced down his throat, The ſuy 
of Calvin and borritaus * their } 
Counſels, is, that all learn to rake' * Who wrif 
heed of + back fliding , which largely of tl 
Gods ſoul abhotes, and notto Uſe of thy 
dally with Conſcience, and hell Pattern, 
on Earth, if juſtly incenſed 3 more 

xo beteared than the Spaniſh Inquifition». 4 
all the Strappadoes and tormentsin the worlf 
. and tetake heed of Dpira's principal Errouy: 
Which were: to diſpute with Sathan ever bu 
1n time of weakneſſes eſpzcially to reaſon,} a 
conclude from preſent ſenſe, to GOD S pal 
Reprobation and future Damnation : Bof, 
Which is hard, if poſſible, for any man & 
fdetermine in Bbis own, much morein othe 
eaſes.So commending thee to His grace, whot ©. 
abletos elſtablifh thee to the eng, | bid thee fare.” 
well, and hepe well, while the ſpace of grad 
Jgeth, Dun /pires, ſpirsS o mayelt thou take gov. - 
and'no hurt, by the teading of this terriby. 
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A Rclatio! of the fearful Eſtate of 
Francis Spire. 


LINA #2 the pear, 5.48. when the glozious 
bay Is ? @an of the Goſpel was but newly 
x _ ctien in Europe, tn the dapes of the 
4 A - reign of Edward the fixth of thet 
| WS name, King of England 3 in the 
yewernah uner the Juriſdiction of the City 
af Veince» being the verp yozdgr of Italy, in che 
£own of <ittadellay. lived one. Francis Spira, 8 
efvil Lawyer, an. Advorate of great rank and 
eftcem,being of known learning and eloqueness 
Log on erthgre 4 carriage x and 
Le, peers - 2 P0 ſed, cuſs 
fcnance (barp and aufere, c evhry way befitting 
thac -authozity-. bn Was. adbanced; = 
 dswed with outward _blellings, of Wife and 
cieven pildzen and wealth in abundance. What 
bis wozft. parts wers,. I have no other warrand 
co han his own: wozds z3 which ( if not tainted over 
_ with- the bitternefle of a Jeſperate mind, 
and bearing a £ountenanes rather. of paſſin, than 
of ſober confeſſion ) map ſeg to adde a period $0 
all further commendacions. 


! was( (aidhs.) exceſſive covetous of money,& 
accordindly J applycd my ſelfro get by injuſtice; 
corrupting jultice by 'decet, inventing tricks'to 
delnde juſtice, good cauſes either defended de 
ceitfally;br fold them co. the adverſary perfidis 
ouſly;ill cauſes 1 maintained with all my mighty 
wittingly oppoſed the known trurh, and the 
rruft committed ante me, leither betrayed or | 
_. perverted, | =_ 


4 


2 


4 Relation ofthe fearful 


This having wozn out fourty four pears s} * 
{[9!26b01ts, and the news of the new, 02 rather 
newly revivey, opinions of Luther coming int = 
thoſe parts, repzeſented an object of novelty unty | 
pim : who being as diſtrous to know, as he was 
kamons fa3 knowledge, ſuffered not theſe wand): 
ing opinions to paſſe ungamined: But ſearch- 
ing into the Scriptures, and into all books of 
eontroderſte that he could get, both old and new, 
and finding mo2s then fame. oz opinion, he begay 
8 taſte their nature (@ well, zs he entertaing 
lobes and owns them at length, and with ſu 
3eal, as he became a Pzofeffo2 3 pea a teacher 
tem, firft to bis Wife, Childzen, and Family 
and after to his friends « familiar acquaintancy, 
and in compariſon, ſeemsd to negiec all athe 
aftairs; intending ever ts pzeſle this main point, 
that [We wut wholly and enly depend on tht 
free and unchangeable- love of God tn the death 
pf Chzift, as the only ſure way to ſalvation: | 
And chis was the ſumms of all his diſcourſe, and 
this continued foz the ſpace of fix pear, o2 ryere- 
abouts,even ſo long as this fire could keep it [ell 
within p:tvats walls, but atlenght it vzake fozth 
into publick meetings, ſo as the whole P2zoving - 
of Padua vawned by the luftre thereof, The 
Clergy finding the treadeof their pardons to de- 
cap, and their Purgatozp ts wax cold, began £0 
beftir themſelves, gi- ſing their actions, firft-with. 
ealumnious aſperſions upon the whole P26 
feſſion | then moze plainly ftriking at Spica with 
grievous accuſations ; any to effec. thetr pult- 
pole, ſome p2omils [nvgur, qthers fadour, ſom! 
advice, others mainterante ; all joyn.to divive, 
vither his ſoul from his boby, 02 both from God. 
Now was John Caſa the Popes Legate vt 
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-f* this wap, noz cxaftinefle to eftec his malicious 


Eſtate of Francis Spira. 3 
{fnent at Venice, being bp birth & Faloreatine, 
*nd on? that wante? neither malice againft thoſe 


rurpaſes. To him theſe men repair with out- 
crypts 8gaitnfit Spira, that hy. Was the man that 
£o0ndemned the received rights of ths Church, 
28luded the Cccleftefiicall power, and ſcandalized 
t3e.policte thereof ; one of no mean rank, being 
# man of zceount and autho2itp, and thereunto 
earned in the Scriptures, 8legant in ſpeech, and 
in one Wo2d, & dangerous Lutheran; hading alſo 
muy Diſciples, and theretoze not to_bs diſ- 
vicaſlcy, 

At this began the Legate to caſt yis epe on the 
terrible alteration that lately had hapned in 
(Germany, where. by the means of ons onip Lu- 
ther, the Romifſh. Religion had ſuffered. ſuch a 
bliow,4s that {t could neither be cured bp, diſſimus 
lation, ns2 defended by power ; but the Ciergie 
muft either mend their manners, 02 loſs their 
dignities: Dn the ather fide when he ſaw how 
pzopenle the common people inhabiting in ths 
bozdering Countrie of lealy,. were to entertain 
thoſe new opintons, he now thought it no time to 
diſpute oz periwave, vut with lpeed repairs to the 
Senate, and pzocures authozity from them to 
ſend to Spira, 


Spica by this time had conſidered with himſelf 


of the nature of his courage, how edident and 


notozious tt was, and therefoze , ſubject to hs 


enbyeb by ſuch as neither liked his Perſon no2 
Religion: Ys perceived that his opinions were 
neither retired, noz ſpeculatide,but ſuch as gimop 
at the oberchzow of the Romiſh faction, and a 
change of polite ; and that bis enemies wanted 
1either power no2 occalion to call bim to wn ac<- 
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A Relation of the fearful h 
ont fn public; a en be m:ff either 4poſtatizy , #: 
an- (han tu give his ſe: mer life; pra,his om | 
conſcience the !fr, 02 entire the ifmoft malic * of 
bis readly «n:mies ; 02 fo2ſake bis Wife, Chil 
dzen, Frien2s. G:02g, Authozitp ; pea- bis deg | : 
Cointrer, and tecake himſelf to a fozrafgn pry. | 
ple there to en*ure a thouſan? miſerics, th9: 
continually wait vpont a doſuntary cxile. Being 
thus diſtracted, and tofſcy in che refticfſc waves 
of doubt. without guide to truf? to. 02 bhavintg 
fl:e ta fo2 ſuceour ; on the ſuddain God's Spttit | : 
aſſiſting, be felt a calm and vegan to tſcourſd | ' 
with vimſelf in this manner: | -'h 
Why wanderelſt thou thus in uncertainti6; 
unhappy man? Caſt away fear,put on thy ſhiek 
the ſhreld of faithtwhere is thy wonted courafy 
thy goodnefle, thy conſtancy t Remember that 
Chrifts glory ies at the (take: iyffer thou with» 
out fear, and He will defend thee-z He will toll. 
thee what thou (halt anſwer,He can bear dom | 
all danger, bring thee; out of priſon, raiſe thee 
frem the dead. Conſider Peer in a dungeon, 
the Martyrs in the fires if thou makeſt a good: 
_ confeſſion, thou mayelt indeed go to priſon or 
death, but an eternal} reward in the heaven rv 
mains forthee, What haſt thou in this world ' 
comparabls to eternal life,te everlaſiing happy ' 
neſſe ? If thou doelt otherwayes; think of tho 
ſcandal, ( common people live by example). | 
thinking what ever is dene, is well done ) fear 
the loffe of peace and joy, fear hell, death, and: | 
- eternal wrath; Or ifthy fleſh befo ftrong 15+. | 
{ 


hor oo % _ a. +. rn". ” - » s 
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Bt Tm, cons god pony co un OV 7h 


_ to cauſe thee to deubt ofthe iſſues fliethy Coon? © \ | 
" trie, get thee away , though never ſo far, rarher- | 
then d+ny the Lord of Life. 
Now wss Spira in reaſonable quiet, being Li 
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- {its aiſo wit b ficſh and biood: Thus fhe battell 


foived to peeid to tyeſe weighty reaſons, pet 


holding it wiſ-dom to exemine al! things, be cons 


-ath renew. and the fl:(þ begins in this manner: 

Be we'l adviſed. fond man;confider reafon on 
10th lides, and then judge : Row canſt thou 
--u5 over- ween thine owa ſufficiency: a» thou 


_ 1-5ther regardelt the examptes of thy Frogent: 


15+ nor the judgement of the whole © huich? 
7:oſt thou not conſider what miſery this 'hy 
rafhneſle will bring thee inro> Thou (ſhalt loſe 
thy ſubltance, gottzr wirh ſa much cate and 


\ t54vell ; rkou ſhale undergo the molt exquiſite 


trorments that malice it ſeif can deviſe 5; thou 


 :kalr be counted an Heretick ro ail: and to 


--ofe up all, then (halr die ſhamefu:ly > Whar 
{:jnke(lt 'thou- of the loathſome ſtinking 


4angeon, the bloudy axcz the burning fagoi,are 


they delightiul? be wiſe at length, keep thy 
ile and honour ; thou mayeſlt live ro do much 
Food ro peod men. as God comminds thee 
thou mayelt bean ornament torhy Country: & 
pue the caſe thy Countries lofle- would be of 
ſmall efteem with hee, wilt thou bring thy 
triendsalſe inro danger 2 Thou halt begotten 
":hild ren, wilt rhou now cut their throats-and 
ir-humanely buecher them. which may in time 
ring henoar to their Country \ plory to Gods 
:cIlp and furtherance co his Church? Go to the 
Legatey weak man, freeiy confeſſe thy fault,and 
help all chefe miſeries. 

T.h11s di tbe cares of ffs wo2l?, and the beceige 
{ine of riches, cioopk the noob (ee that Was 


* , fozmerly ſoon: So 38s fearing b* feints, any 


4 


FEEDS ihto the allyremen's of this preſent welds 


6d being thus blinded, bs goes to the Legate at 
Venice 


8. 


»£A@* 


Venioe » and ſalutes him with tyis rn2ws.s + 
Having for theſe diverſe years -etertained ay 
opinion concerning ſome Articles of Faith;cop. | 
tray to the Orthedox and received Judgement 
of che Church; and nttered many things againk 
the authority of the hurch of Raine: and the | 
U:iverſal] Biſhop 3 T humbly acknowledge my | 
faulr and crrour: and my folly in miſleading. 
others : I therefore yeeld my felt in all obed. 
ence. to the Supream Biſhep, into rhe Boſom) 
of the Church of Roms; never to depart agait 
from the Traditiens and Decrees of the hoh 
See. 1 am hearnly ſorry for what'js paſt, and! 
humbly beg pardon for ſo great an offence. 
Lhe Legat perceiving Spira to taint, $* put 
lucshim to the utmoſt; he cauſcth a recitatia 
of £1! ths exrours £o be d2zawn in Mziting, togt 
ther with his confeffion annexed to it, and com | 
mands Spira to ſubſcribe yis name there, whiq | 
accozdingly he did : then the Legat command | 
bim to return to his 6wn Town, and there to db). 
clare this confefſton of his, and to acknowiedg 
the whole Tacrine of the Thurch ef Rome ts bl 
bolp and true, and to abjure the opinions at Ly 
ther , and other (uch ©Zzachers 4s faiſe and hers. 
tical. [| Man knows the beginnings of iti, but 
who bougds the iſe tygereof? |] vpira having 
once loſt footing, goes down anmain, he cannot 
ap no; gain-fap the Legatz but pomileth to. 
accomplith bis whole wil! and pleaſure; Be loon 
add2:Nleth himſelf fo; his faiurnep !- and being ons 
ward in the way, be chinks 1 i:z:(eli of the largs. 
ſpoils he had bzought away irs the Conflict with 
the Legat 3; what glotvis toffifzionie he had 
given of his great faith, ans £c:nffancp ir Chziftfs 
Czyle 3 And to be platn, $ow impjaiſly be tad 


denyed 


a 


=y* , 


AYE) CNIK. ANC ; J vi] pe at Venice, and 
| what he p2emiled to dg curther in bis own Coun 
nd thus partly with tear, and partly with 


' irp: A | 
| "ame; being fonfounned; he thought be heard a 
-ptce ſpeaking unto him; in this manner, 

Spita, What doſt thou here? whither goeſt 
| thou 2 haſt thou, unhappy man, given thy hands 
,rritting to the Legate at Uenite ? yet ſee thou 
5o not ſell it in thy own Country ? Doſt thou 
iadeed think eternal like ſ@ mean, as that thou 
->referrelt this preſent life before it ? Doft thou 
ell in preferring Wife and Children before 
better indeed, than the glery of God. and the 
»oſleſlion ofthis Worlds good more dearto thee 
han the ſalvation of rhine own foul 7 Is the 
{mall uſe of a moment of time more deſirable 
than eternal wrath is dreadful! ? Think with 
thy ſelf what Chriſt endured for thy ſake; is it 
no! cquall thou ſ(bouldeſt ſufter ſomewhat for 
him? Remember, man» that the ſufferings of 
this preſear life are not comparable to the glory 
that tha'l be revealed. If thou ſuffereſt with him, 
thou ſhalt alſo reign with him : Thou canlt not 
anſwer for what thou baſt already done; never- 
theleſle , the gate of mercy ts not Quite (haut, 
take heed thatzthon heapeſt not fin upon fin,leſt 
'hou repent when it will be too lates 
— Now was Spira ing wildernefſe of doubt, not 
\nowing which wap ts tur him, no2 what ta do, 
»et being arrived in bis own Conntrp, and g- 
nongf his friends, ( with ame cnough ) he re- 
'3teth what he had done, znd what he had furs 
ther pzomiſed to do, and how the terv02 of God on 
the one fide, and the terro2 of this world on the 
qther (ide2 did continually rack him ; and there- 
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3 A Relation of the fearful 
to:e he dcffred of them adbice in this ſo doubt}. 
a cale :; bis [cients upon ſmoll deliberation at. 
ſ[wered, That it was riquifics be Could take hr | 
that he did not in ap wile k£trap bis 2 fe and | 
Childzen, and all his frionts into danger, ſeing, 
that bp (2 (mall a matier 82 he reciting of 8 |itthe | 
@chcduie, which might bs tvs i lee ſpace theh | 
balf an bour-hs mtzht both fr{7 hinifclf trom pe- 
(ent danger,and preſerve mary chat depend upoh 
bim ; adding mozeovir, that be could get ny 
credit ia relenting from that Which bs bay already] 
in g:eatift part perfozined beioze the Legat at]. 
Venice; 81d intie perieg accompliſhing theres| « 
of, iittle 03 no Difſcrevti could ariſe. nio3e then] | 
what by the to:msr action be ha5 alreavp ſuffainsſ r 
ed: Onthe other tte, if he Did pot perfa222 high 1 
pzamiſe made to the Legat, be could neither df f 
charge bimlelf of che (hame Which be had alreedlyl 
incurreo,noz avotd far moze heavy 2nd inſuppotty fi 
Kb]: (njuries, then p2obablp he ſhould have tnduxs it 
ev, if he had pe:fified obſtinatly fn his (o2mgvw c: 
opinions. | JC 
This ias the laſt blow of the bzttei : any ſe 
Spira utterip cvercome, goes ts tbe Prator, en 
pP2ofers to perfo2m his pzomiſe made to the Legggſto 
w%9 tn the m an cime had txken over to have of 
things reaiy, and yad ſent the ttifirument cf cy be 
ur..tion, igned by Spira» tsive Precor, by thilbis 
hands of a certfin PÞ2 LN, E'1 thar night th 
miſerahie man bWo:e our with refficffe carefipe 
without any minute of reſt; the nec moninflo 
being cone he gets vy. an: being regty, be ft 
ſpera-eivcntes fnts hr puLuch Crengreoettodfth 
where Pallz i:einx fAlniihed. in the prefcrice bt 
frients and cr£4-1: $. 67.0 of te hoe Gf niblgt 
( being by ef:i:nacion 1iar two thouſand peopie Py 
ye 
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| | yea, and of yeavrn it ſelf, be recites that infam- 
91s abjuration, Wo2d fo2 wozdzas it was Wiitten: 

\ It being done, he was fined at thirty pieces of 
Got, which h2 pzeſently payed, five whereof 
Weis given ta the Þ2iefſt that baought the abs 

| fy73ton> £Y2 9t32r twenty ive were (mploped to. 

juarns the making- cf a Shrine - to put the 
| Eucharilt in 3 £929 was be ient home, reffozed tg 

his Dignittes, Oa9ds, Witz «Nd Thildzen - No 
ſooner was He departed, but h8:fgought he heard 

a direfull voice ſaying unto hun. Thou wicked 

wtretch, thou halt denied me, thou hafit renouns 
ef eed the Covenant of thy obedience, thou haſt - 

| breken thy vow ; henee Apoltate, bear with 
thee the ſentence of thy eternal damnation. 

g Be trembling and quaking in bodp ' and mind, 

J fell down in a {w9\vn ; reiief was athand foz the 

 bo2r, but from that time fozward be never 

d fours any pe2ce 62 caleof mind z but continius 
rd ing fn u}c:Aant tozments, he p:ofeſſed py he wzs 

jg captived under the revenging band of the grcac 
God; that. he hasrd eontinually that fearfi} 
ny ſentence of Ci3ttt. that fulk Judge, that be knew 
nÞbve was utteriy undone, thathe could neither bopg _ 
80:02 Jrace, no2 Ci:ifts intercefſion with God tye 
af Father in bis behalf, Thus was his {ault ever 
8 heavy on his heart, and ever his jubgment befoze 
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ty F220 began big friends, ſome of them, fo re --- 
eapent ico late of their raſh counſel : others net 
aflooRing ſs bigh 88 the judgement of God, latd ali 
{Mb bians wpen his meigncholick confiituiton ; 
cMhat overſzavowing his jidgement, Wought in | 
o Wim a kind of madneſs. Every one cenſures as 
{vis (aticie led bim 2 pet, fo2 remedy, all agree? {in | 
eRvis, ts uſg voth the pholiams belp of Phyſicians; *: 
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T0 A Relation of the fearſmr 
and the Pious «dvice of Divines ; and there ' q 
thought it met to convey him to Padua,anuniyhy 
lity of note, whire plenty of all maner of meally 
Wis tv be had. This thepaccozdingip did b 
With his Wite: Childzen 8nd whole: Famiſp 
oth*is alſo of his frienys accompanying him: 
veing arrived at the houſe of James Ardin 
Sz5int Leonards Parith, they (ent fo: thee Why 
ſict:;:1s of moi! note whs upon Zue obſervatio 
thi eff-as,and of other Spmptomes of his dile 
and lome p2ivat conference one with anotYi 
amongft themſ*1ves,returned their verdict in t 
manner, viz. That thep could not difcern.£Þ2 
His bady was afflicted with any danger 92 
temper 82iginallp from it ſelf, by reaſen of 
ober-ruling of any humour, but that this Pal 
of bis did ariſe from--ſome grief, 02 paſſion of Wp 
mind, which being over-burvened, did ſo opp2F0 
the ſpirits, as they, wanting free paſſage, tir 
up many til yumours, whereof the bodp of mani] 
full. and theſe aſcending up into the b2ain; tro 
ied the fancy, ſhadowed the ſeat of the Judgme 
and ſo £ozrupced4t : this was the ſfate of his iſ 
eaſe 3 and that outward part that was villviee 
the ere of nature, this thep endeavszed retozm | 
Purgat i658, either to confume, 02: at lealt to div 
the courſt of theſe humours fromthe bzain, Tp 
ali their gill (fected nothi:ig ; which Spira no 
ing, ſafd : Alace, poor men, how far wide 
you? Do-you think that this Diſeaſe 1s co! 
cured by potions ?- Belive me there mult be an 
ther manner of medicine; it is neither Plailtc 
nor Drugs that can help a fainting ſoul: © 
down with ſenſe ef ſin, and the wrath of Goff 
it's only Chriſt tha: muſt be the Phyſician, ane 

_ he Goſpel the ſole Antidote; Th 
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F Eſtate of Francls SP1Has. IT 
ety Thy Pyyſicianseaflly belicved him after fbcp 
ia» underfioad the whole truth of the matte, and 
>Mrefo:e they withed him to ſeok ſome ſpir'tyail 
b&omfo:t. By this time the fame of this man vas 
iip:cd over all Padua,and the neighbour Countric; 
; Wartlys fo2 that he was a man of sftecm; partir, 
nbecauſe.as the tiſeaſe,ſo the occaſion, was (picis!- 
Pp remarkabie: fo2 this Was not done in a eozncr, 
ls as daily there came multitudcs of ail ſs2is to 
eMee him ; ſome out of curioſity, only to ſerand 
tWiſcourſe; ſome gut of « ptons deſire, fo try #11 
(Wneans that might reduc? him to comto2t ag. in; 
£2, at licaft, to bencfite themlelbes by ſico x 
| Wpectacieof miſery. ans of the juſtice of Dod, A- 
{ Wnongft theſe Paalus Vergerius, Biſhop of Jultinos 
lo lis, and Mathzxus Gribauldus,deſerve eſpccial- 
 Wpto be named as the muft p2incipal labourers 
280; this mans comfo2t They find him now about 
rity years of age neither aftected with the dotage 
pt oidage, no2 with the unconflant, heav- ſtrong 
daPaliton of pouth ; but in the firength of his expe: t- 
rice and fidgnent: in & burning heat, cailizig 
Wrcelliveip fo: Kink ; vet his unterflandirg 
Intde, quick of app2ebenſion, Witty in diſcourie 
bove his o2dinary manner, and f1idicierfip oppc- 
oWlte : Dis friends laboured þim, by all fatr mcon -. 
Wo receive ſome nouriſhment, which he outinat«[p 
gain-ſaping , thep fo:cibly- infuſed ſome | qtv 
Wienance into his mouth; moſt of whith te (Lit 
Mut zgain. exceedingly chaffing, and in this {rct- 
ing mood of his, ſaid, As it is true [| that 24! 
G@htngs worke forthe beſt to thoſe that love 
0d, |ſo tothe wicked all are contrary; for, 
aſvhetcas a plentiful offiſpring is the bleſſing 4 
Food, and his reward, being aitay tothe wia;; 
F\(tate of their aged parents, to me they are, 
4 ps, 2 Caliy.- 
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cauſe of bitte rnefle and vexation : they do (tri 
ro make me tire ou: this miſery; ] would fa 
be at an end; | deſerve not this dealing ar thei 
hands. Oh | that were gone from hence, th 
fome body would ler out this weary ſoul. 

His frie-s [aluted pim and zcked him, wh 
he conceived to be the cauſe of his tiſeale? Fozt 
with hs bake out into 8 lamintabie Diſfreurſe 
the vall:ges fo2merlp relates, and that with iuc 
p:fionate W ccution, - that he. rauled many | 
vieev, and moſt co tremble. Lyep contrarily, 
comfo2t: him, propeundid ineny of Gyvs pzomtſ 
reco2ved in the Scripture, and many examples t 
Geds. meity :! My lin ( (aib he } is greater tha 
the merc» of Gud. Nay, anſwered thep, £ 
mercp of Gad is abobe all in : God wzuld ha 
ail men fo be{aved. It's true (qusth he ) he wo 
have all that he hath eleed tobe ſaved 
world not have damned Reprebates co | 

aved; i am one of that number, I know irt,f 
I willingly and againſt my knoledge deni( 
Chriſt ; and Ifeeithat he hardens and will n 
ſufſer me to hope. 

Aitcr ſome (flence, on? a$ked him, WWMhether 
did pnot . believe . that Doctrine ( to be true (| 
mhic2 he Was accuſed befo2c the Legate - Be all 
[w: rd; did believe it when 1 denied it, þ 
now | neither belive that, nor the Do&rcine Þ 
the Roman Church : 1 believe nething,;)]:ha 
nof3:th. notrult, no hepe 3 Tam a Reprob: 
like Catri or Yizvas, who caiiing away all ho 
of mircy, fel! into deſpair 3 and my friends C 
me £:eat wrong that they ſuffer menottogot} 
the plice of Unbelievers, as I jultly deſerves [| 

V3 re they b:gan ſharply £0 tebuky him, requil 
rinJ, 23d charging-him, that inany wile be bf 


ed 2nd extends.to all the elet; our not to meor 


12Þ oaty. and pet God was mercitul unto bim : Con. 
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at violate the mercy of Mod. To which hs ate 
cxered; The mercy of God 1s exceeding largey 


any lize to me, who ate ſealed up to wrath: [ 
cel|you T deſerveit» my own conſcience con» 
i:mos me, what needezth any other judge ? 
"1318 came ( \a\o they) {0 take away fin; arid 
c:'ling fe2 a book they cad unto him the paſſion 
6: Cyzift; and coming to vis nailing tothe Crols, 
# <v2ira (atd. This indeed is comfortable to ſuch as 
| zreclefted; butas for me wretch, they are 
rothing but, grief and torment; bceaule 1 cons 
'cmned them, £hus roaring foz grief,and tolſing 
imſelf up and down upon the bed as he lap, te. 
intreated them £0 read no m928, As Gribuauldus : 
was coming to fer him, vergeriys ſaid io >pira, 
"Dear Dr» heare is ods? Gribauldus, a godly 
1D faithfn} frienn of pours; coine to ſee pou, He | 
is. welcome. ( ſaidhe ) but he (hall find me.ill, 
Gribau)dus. replyed. Dir, this is but an tllufton 
of the cvil. who doth what 4e can to ver pou ; . 
but turn porn to God with your whole heart, and 
be-is reanp to (rw pou mercy; the Led, pou 
know, is full of mercy, it is h£ that hath ſatd, that 
[ as often a6 # ſinner repents of bis fn, he will 
remember iis fins no moze. | Conſider this in- 
the example ot Peter, that was Chziſts familiar, 
| andan Apoſtie, and pet denied þim thzice with an 


ſer #iſo the Thief that ſpent his whole life in 
| wWick+tneMſe,end '02 all thatdidnot God gracioyſs 
' 1þ reſpec him inthe laſt minute of his his lif: 7s 
{ the L020 band nov ſhoztned that it cannot ſave? 
' To this *pira anſwered : If Peter prieved and 


$ repented; it was becauſe Chrilt beheld him with 
3 Meicifal eye, and. in that He was pardoned : it- - 
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14 4 Relation of the fearful ' 
was not becauſe he wept; but becauſe God was 
_ Sracions to him; but God reſpets not me. and 
thereforel am a Reprobate ! I feel no cemfort 
can enter into my heart; there's place there but 
only for torments and vexings of ſpirit: I tell 
you, my caſe 1s properly mine own,no man was 
_ everin the like plight, and therefore my eftate 
is fearful. = | 

Then roaring out in the bitcernefe of his ſpt- 
vit,fatb,Trs a fearful thing to fall into the hands 
of the liviag God. The violence of his yaſſizn 
and acion ſutable, did anaze" many of the be- 
polders z inſomuch as ſome of them ſaid with a 
whilpering voſce,that he was poſſeſſed. Þe overs 
bearing it, ſaid. Do ye deubrt it 7 þ have a whole 
Legion of devils that rake up their dwelling 
within me, and pefleſse me as their own ; and 
juſtly too, for I have denied Chriſt. | 

Whother did pou that wtilingiy o2 not * (ſatd 
thep. ) That's nothing to the purpoſe ( ſat 
Spira ) Chrilt ſaith, ["'Whoſeever denies me bes 
fore men, him will I deny before my Father 
which is in heaven |Chriit will not be denyed» 
nonotin a werd ; and therefore it is enough), 
though in heart I never denyed him. 

They obſerding his viſtemper to ariſe from. 
the ſenle and ho:rour of the pairs of hell; asked' 
bim, Whether he thought there were wozſe 
pains then what be endured fo2 the pzeſent ; he 
ſaid, That he knew there were (ar worſe pains 
then thoſe that he then ſuffered; for the wicked 
(hall riſe to their judgments. but they (hall not 
ſtand in Judgment. This I tremble co think of 3 
ye: do 1 deſire nothing more,than that F might | 
ceme tothat place, where 1 may be ſure to feel} 
the worktzand to be freed from fear of wotſero| 
comes« LS But 
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aredj-Francis Spira, 5 
But pou are ts canfider ( (aid one ) that thoſe 
Dpintons, fo2 Which pau were accuſed befaze the 
Legate, were impigus ; and therefoze pou are 
not to think pou denied @h2ift, but rather that 
you did confefſe him , acknowigcvging] the intal- 
{ible cruth of the Cathoiick Churey. : 
Truly ( (aid ye ) when 1did deny thoſe opini- 
_ on$4 1 did think them to be true, and yet ] did 
leny them, 
Goto (laid others ) now then believs that they 
are true. | 
Now I cannet :(ſaivye) God will net ſuffer 
me te believe them » nor truſt in his megcy, 
What would pou have medo? iwould fain 
3ttain- toe this power: but cannot, though I 
thould preſently be burnt for it. | 
* Bur why do pou (lsid the other ) eſteem this 
[98 griebo!1s. a (in, when as the jearned Legate 
conftrained pou to it - Which he ſurelp Would not 
gave done, it your fezmer opinions had not been 
2rronegus:43 no. good Francis, the Devil belets 
thee let not theretoze the grievauſnefſe of thy ix 
[ tf anp ſuch be ) amase thee. x 
You ſay right ( replied he ) the Devil hath 
noſſeſt me, and God hath lett me to his power ; 
for 1 find I can neither believe the Goſpel, nor 
- trulttin Ged's mercy. 1 have ſinned again(t the 
toly Ghoſt 5 and God. by his immutable decree) 
aath bound me over to perpetual puniſhment, 
witheut any hope of pardon. -1tfs truez:that the 
sreatnefſe of my ſin, or the multitude ofthem, 
cannot bind Geds mercy : all thoſe many fins 
that inthe former part of my life 1 have com- 
; mitted, then did not fo much trouble me ; for L 
1} truſted that. God would not lay them te my 
charge : but new,having ſinned againſt the holy 
10ſt, 
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deſpair. F teilyon, there was never fuch a mon 


16 4A Relation of the Fear frm 
Ghoſt,God hath raken away from me all powy 


. of repentazce and nov brings all my (ins to re 


m=<mbranceand thus guilty of one, guilty of all; 

And :hercefore-it is no matter whether my ſing 
be gr at or ſmall, few or many; they be ſuch ag 
Chrilts blood, nor Gods mercy belengs not tdf 
me : | God wiilhave mercy on whom he will 
have n:ercy i and whom he will he hardnech 

Rom.. 9.13. |] Thisis1t that gnaws my hearc, he 
hath hardned me, and 1 find that fie dayly more 
and more deth harden me, and therefore I amb 
out ot hone: Iifeelir, and therefore cannot but | 
{ter as | am, never Was any man 3jijve a ſpectacle}: 
of exceeding milery. knew that jultification ig} 
to be expeRted by Chrift; and 1 denied and: 
abjured it, ro the end } might keep this frail iitel; 
from adverſity. and my children from poverty ;Jt: 
and now behold how bitter this life is ro mg - 
and God onl: knows wha: (hal become of this]; 
my family: bur ſurely no good tis likely to betideſ:: 
it» but rather daily worfe and worſe 3 and ſuchſ*” 
a ruine at length; as one ſtone (hall not be lefths; 
upon another, 
But whv (houtd por ( ſaid Gribauldus ) con}. 
ceit fodecplp of por:r fin. ſrefng pon cannot but} ©. ; 
know, that many have nented Chiift, pet neve 
fell infos deſpair 2 Well ((aidhe)i can ſeen L 
ground of comfort for ſuch, neither can 1 war; 


rand: hem from Gods rev:nsing hand in wrarky 
though it pleaſeth God yer to ſuffer ſuch to b 
in peace: and bc(ides,there w:ll a time of chan g@ne; 
come. and then they ſhall be throughly rryed 

and if it were not ſo, yer God is juſt in makin*®* 
me ar: example to others z and I cannotjull} 
complain, There is io. puniſhment {© great; b 


Eſtate of Francis Spira, I7 


, 5 have deſerved it , fo: this ſo heinous offence : J aſſure 
re:24 it ts no ſmal matter to deny Thzift, & yet it: is moze 
114-2 inary then commonly men do conceive of. Jt is nota, 
ud: nial made befoze a Magifirate as it is with me : fox 
ng; often as a Chiifiian doth difſemble the known truth, 
26: often he appzoves of falſe wozſhip , by pzeſenting 
raft imſelfat it : ſooften as heHath not things worthy of his 
*Sca{ling, 02 (uch things as are unto; thy of his calling, [9 
Uctren he denies Chiilt; thus Did J], and therefoze am jul - 
n&; puniſhed foz if. Your cftare , quoih Oribauldus , is noc 
16þ.* firange a» you make ir, - Job was ſo far gone , that he com- 
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\1igcd,, God had ſct him as a mark againſtbim t and Paz 
IOBVi0 that was a manafter Gods own heart , complained often, 
ME: it God had forſaken him, and was become his enemy ; yet beth 
ue <-<ived comfort again, Comfort your ſelf therefere , God will 
ome at I:ngth, though he now ſeem far off. 
© Byother ( anſwerez $pira) J belleve all this, the 
Tab ""cvils believe and tremble ; but David was ever clected 
{e4i3D Dearly beloved of God , and though he fell , yet God 
, he, . 
id 00k not utterly away his holy Spirit ;- and therefoze was 
*23:;14rD-when he paycd , | £01D take not thy Holy Spirit 
teffrom me ;] but J am in another caſe, being ever accurſed 
7 34i:om the preſence of God ; acither can J pzay as he did, 
& | vicaule his holy Spirit is quite gon. , and cannot be re« 
<gcelled. and therefozz know Þ ſhal live in continnal. 
IS9'"zroncffe ſo long as JT live. Db that J might feel but 
dei: lrafifenſe of the love of God to me , though but fox 
-þþ +15 [mal moment, as J now fzel his heavy wzath that 
f ns him like the tozments of hell within me, and af- 
19:05 my conſcieitce with panugs unutterable ; Uerily def- 
piration fs hell it ſelf- 
m4} Here Gribauldus ſaid, I eo verily believe , Spira , chat 
(:3d having (o ſevercly chaſtiſed yau in this life , correReth you 
i mercy here , that h* may ſpare you bereaftEcr , and thathe 
:th mercy (exiled up for you in time ta come. . 
Nay (ſaid Spira) hence to Þ know that JÞ am a Repio- 
Pate, becauſe he afflicteth rae with hardueſs of heart. Þ 
T9that my hony had ſuffcreo aff my life long, ſo that be 
ould be pleaſed to relcaie ray (onl, and ceaſe-my conſcts 
ace, this burdened conſcience. HA 
Gribanldug '*cing defireus real: bis mind frm he continual 
ditatian of his figs, as alſo t» found how for the preſeat he 
ead atteted to rhe Remiſh Church 3 asxked him, What he 
b-wphr became of the ſui; of men, ſo ſeon as they departed out 
8 ve bady? To which he <nſwered : 
\though this be not lo Fully revealed in Scolphur6@ per 
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J verily believe that the ſouls of the Elect go pzeſeutlſk 
the Kingvom of glozy, and not that they ſleep with thek 
dy, as (ome Do imagine. 1 
Very well, (ſaid one efthe SpeQators) why do the Script, 
then ſay,that God brings dewn to hell and raiſcth up%1 Sant; 
8. ſeing it cannot be meant of the eſtate of the ſoul afier dg 
which as they ſayeſt,either goeth to heaven without change,on 
hell withour redemptien:Lt muſt be underſtood of the tate ofhf 
ſoul in this life: like that wherein thou art atthis preſcnc : & ſp, 
times we ſee that God ſuffers men te fall into the jaws of deſpWff ; 
and yet raiſeth them up again z and therefere deſpair not , We 
hope ! It ſhal be even thus with thee in his good time. t 
This is the wozk cquoth Spica ) this is the laboy , fol 
tell yon , when J at Venice Df firfi abjure my profeſs ;; 
and ſoas it were Dzew an Jndenture , the Spirit of Gl; 
often admoniſhed me ; and when at Ciradella J] div aq, 
wers ſet to my ſeal , the Spirit of God often (\uggefieolc; 
me, Do not ite, Spira, Do not ſeal, yet JI refified the We! 
Iy Ghoſt and Did both :- and at that very pzeſent J} 01D fa 
Ddently feel a wonnd inflicted in my very will : (o, alth 
FJ can ſay, POIED believe, yet can J not ſay , 3 willMy 
Lieve, God hath denied me the power of will , and ite: 


falls me in this my miſerable efiate, as with one that: 
fafi in irons, and his friends coming to ſee Him,Do Pl 
His eflate, and do perſtvade him to ſhake off his fetters, 


tocome gut of His bonds, which God knotvs He we 
fain do, but cannot ; this is my very caſe , you perſtvy 
me toc believe , How fain would J Do it but cannot 
now J cannot. Then vislcatly graſping his hands tegetWt! 
and railing himſelf up, Behold ſaid he) J am ftifong, vtlys 
Little and little J Decay and conſume : and my (ervaiy! 
would fain p2eſerve this weary life, but at length the ! 
of God mufi be done , and J ſhal periſh miſerably , an: 
Deſerve. Rejoice ye righteous in the L02d, bleſſed areMWhe 
twhoſe Hearts the L02D hath mollified. b 
Then afccr ſomepauſe , Jts wonderful , J] earnefilwſd» 
fire to. p2zay to God with my heart , yet J cannot 3 
my damnation, and J know my remedy fs only in T Me 
vet F cannot ſet my (elf to [ay hold on it; ſuch are theWan 
niſhments of the damned, they confefſe what J] conuſe 
they repent of their loſſe of Heaven , they cannot ntl 
their wayes, 12 
As he was thus ſpezKing , he ebſeryed divers flics th +5 calgÞ2 
beur him, and ſome lighted on him 2 Behold , (aid be , Wb: 
Alſo Belzebub come to his banquet , you ſhal Gor!» (cWle 
D, anDin me, an example, to many, of th: TitiicÞ * 
'udgement of God. * 


About this time carne in twe Biſhops, with diverſe Sthollars of 


+| the Univerſity, one ofthem being PanlugUerrgerius, having 


W obſcrved Spira more then any ether , being ceminually conyer-« 
| fant wich Bo , told himhis eſtate was ſuch azrather ſteed in need 


of prayer then advice 3 andtherefere defired him to pray with 
him ia the Lords ptayer : Spſra conſented, and he began: 
(Our Father which art in heaven) then breaking forth into- 


WE rears he Ropped 3 but they ſaid, itis well, yourgriet is a goed 


figs. F bewail , ſaid he, my miiery, fo2 Þ perceive J am 
fo:ſaken of God, and call to himfrom my heart as J was 
wont to 00: Yer let us go on , ſaid Ulergerius. 

(Thy Kingdom come) DL02d , (atd Spira , bzing me alſo 
into this kingdom ; J beſeech thee, ſhut me not ont. Then 
coming te theſe words (Give us this day eur daily bread) be ad- 


ded D 02D J have enough and abundance to feed this car- 


caſſe of mine ; but there is another bzxead J humbly beg, 
the bzcad of thy grace , without which J know J am but 


2 dead man. 

(Lead us net into temptation) Deng « Lo2d, that Jam 
bzonght tnto temptation, Help me, Lozdv, he may el- 
cape , the enemy hath overcome , help me , IJ beſeech thee, 
to overcome this cruel Tyzant. 
 Thefethings he {pake with a mournful veice , the tears trick- 


ling down abundantly , and cxpreſiieg fuch affe&ion and paſſion, 
as turned the hewels ef thoſe there preſeart with grief and corapuns 


Waion. They then curningto Spitra , ſaid, You know that none 


can call Chriſt Jeſus the Lerd , but by the hely Ghoſt: you mut 
thereſsre thiok of your (elf, according to that loft affcRion which 
dy exprefle in yeur prayers , inferring thereby that God bath not- 
wholly caſt you off, or bereaved you of his Spiritutterly. . 
J perceive (ſaid Spita ) that J call on him to my eter 
nal damnation ; foz J tell you again, it is a new and un 


heard of example that you find in me. 1f Judas (aidi! ey* 
Lad not out. lived hisdayes, which by nature he might hay 


gd one might have repented, and Chriſt would baverecived him rd 


mercy and yet heſiangd moſt grievoully againſt his Maſter whe dic 
o eſteem ofhim , as to honor him with the dignity of an Apoſilg 
and did maintain and feed him. He anſwered , Chzifl Did all 
feed and hono2 me : neither yet ts my fault one jot leſſe 
than thar of bis : becauſe it is no moze Hono! to de perſo- 
nally pzcſent with THzifi, tn the flth, then to be in his 
pritettce now by illumination of his holy Spirit : And 
beildes, J deny that ever Judas conld have repented , hoty 
[c:ig{oever he hadlived , fox grace was quite taken from 
| m, 7%; (s notfrom me. : 


a 
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20 A RerATEOR Of FDC TEATT! «6 
od Spita, (ſaid they, you know you arc ic a {picitual deſertiq” 
you mult not therefore believe whar Satan ſuggeſts; he was eve] f 
Liar from the beginning, and a mrer Impoſter, and will call F 
thouſand lying fancics into your mind, to beguile you withal, y(.} ' 
muſt rather bclieyc ehoſe whom you judge to be in a geod eſtar | || 
and more able to diſcernef you than your (cif : believe us, al; 
wE tell you, that God will be merciful unto you. _ Q- 

Dh here is the knot (ſaid Spira)FJ woulT JI conld belic 

Then he began to reckon ap what fearful dzeams ar} 
viſions he was tronbled with continually : that he ſaw t.- 
devils come flocking into the chamber, and about His beF 
terrifying him with firange noiſes , that theſe were 3 
fancies, but that he (aw them as rea{ly as the tianders lt 
And that , beſide theſe outward terro2s , he felt contin 
3lly a racking tozture of his mind, anda continual by 
Chery of mY conictent f being the very p2oper pangs of { 
Damned fvights in hell. ; 
Cafi away theſe fancies (ſaid G:ibaaldus ) theſe are 1 
{l[nfions ; bumble your ſelf in the pzxeſence of God, al 
pzaiſehim. The dead pzaiſe not the Lo2d (anſtvored h 
n02 they that go Dotwn into the pit ; tve that are dzownen 
deſpair are DeaD, and already gone Down into the pi 
What hell can there be wozſe then "goa , 0} why 
greater puniſhment? Thx.gnaiwing wozm , unquens 
2ble fire, hozro2 , confufion and (which is tvozle then ail 
Deſperation it ſelf continually toztures me ; and now? 
count my p2eſent efiate wozſe , than if my ſoul, teparat! 
from my body, kvere with Judas and the refi of the damnt 
2nd thereto:e now deſice rather to be there , than thugsh 
live in the body- 

One being preſent , repeated certain wozds out of 
Dcalms : Jf thy ehildzen foz\ake my Law , and walk 
in my judgements, J will viſite their tranſgre(slons 
tods, and their inlquity with firipes 3 nevertheleſle 
loving kindncfle will J not utterly take from them , 
fuffer my faithfulneſſe to fail . Warkthis, D vpira, Ii} 
Covenant J'\will not bzeak. 

Theſe pzomiſes ( (aid $pira ) belong only to the Eleh, 
which iftempted , may fall into fin, but are again lifiy; 
np anD recovered out's As the Pzophet ſaith , (Thou? 
be fall He ſhal not be utterly caft down , fo2 the £02D 1! 
holdeth him :) Therefoze Pctec could riſe , fo2 he was 
lc&ed , but when the rep}obate fall,they cannot riſe ag} 
2s appears in Cain, Saul and Judas 2 God Deals one ly, 


with the elect, and another with repzovates. 
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rancis Spira- 21 
' . The next day he pzayed with them in the Latine tongue 
' and that with excellent affection, as ontwarDly appeared. 


Eſtate of Fi 


7% 3lefſed be G0d , ſatd Vergerius, theſe are no ſigns of eter- 
v8 = repzobationz you mndfi not T MN Spirca, (cek ont the ſe- 


|. cret counſels of Gods election and repzobation : koz no 
\ man can knoty , ſo long as he lives, whether by his good 
02 bad deeds,he be wozthy of Gods love 02 anger: Do you 


F not know that the ]9zophet David complained , that ©0d 


had cafi off his foul > 

L FT knot all this , quoth Spira, Þ know the mercies of 
© $od are infinite, and do ſurpaſs the fins of tye whole 
*® twozld. and that they are effectual to all that belicve . but 
Þ this faith, and this hop: is the gift of God : D tha? he 
& would give it me' But it is as impoſsible as to d2ink up 
S the Sea at a d2aught. As fo that of <o0omon , if bz hay 
ever tried that which I fect by wofnl cxprrience. he would 
never have ſpoken as he did; But the truth is , never 
had moztal man ſuch an evident experience of E005 In- 
ger and hatreb zxainfi him, as T have. Pon that 2c in 
a goon efftatc, think repentance and faith to he wozks of 
creat facility , and therefoze you think it an eaſie matfer 
to perſwave a man to believe. The whole need not the 
Phyficiat, ) and he that is well can ſoon give counſel to 
(uch as are ill ;: But this is the hell to me , my heart ts 
hardagd , I cannot believe : (S$Pany are called , but few 
are choſen. 

pon what ground, ſaid they, do you conceive ſoill an 
opinion of your ſelf. 

J once did know God to be my Father, not only by cre- 
ation, but by rexeneration , J knew him by his beloved 
Son the Anthez and Finther of onr ſalvation ; Þ could 
pay to him, and hope foz pardon of ſins from him : Þ hay 
a tafie of his ſfveetneſſe, peace aud comfozt,now contrarily 
J know God, not as a Father, but as an enemy. What 
mo2e ? my heart hates God, and ſeeks to get above him, 
J have nothing elſe to fly to but terroz and deſpair. 

Belike you think then , ſaid they , that thoſe who have 
the earneli and firfi fruits of Gods Spirit , may notwith- 
tanding fall away. 

The judgements of God 2 Deep abyſs, ſafd he, wwe are 
ſoon D20wn'd if we enter into them, (he that thinks be 
tandeth ; let him take heed left he fall.) As foz my ſelf 
J know J am fallen back , and that Þ once did knot the 
_ ruth; though it may not be ſo thzoughly: J know not 


| whatcoſay, but that F am ons of that number which God 
bath thieatned to tear in pieces, D Wy = 
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22 A Relation of the fear fi:! | 
Day not ſo, an\tvered they,foz God may come though ;. 
the lat Hour ; keep hold therefoze, at the leaft by hope. 
This fafd he, is my caſe, I tell you I cannot, Ged hath dep! 
ved me of hope ! this brings terror to my mind , and pines th 
body , which now is ſo weak as it cannot perform the ſeveral c | 
fices thereof: for as the (FleR have the Spirit reRtifying that th 
are the ſon: of Ge, (a the reprebates, even while theylive, « s 
often feel a wrrm 1n their conſciences , wire by they are conder 
ned already 4nd.hcrefore , ar I perceives thisweund inflied: 
my mind 2yd wili, i know that I wanted the gifts of ſaving gr: 
and thar | was utterly undoyue. God chaſtaeth bjs Childregwi { 
temp £'y filiRions , that they maycome as gold cut of the f * 
and pw-'{he'h the wiiked with blindneſſe in their underfiandin 
28d ha--i!:*\\ of heart; and wobe to fuch frem whom Gad tak 
his h-/egprrie. | 
Dert-on” rebuked him, and told him; he nave too mic 


credit to ſenſe, that he was not to believe himſelf, but ra | 


ther him that was in a good eftate ; and J teftific to you 4 
{aid be, that God will be merciful to you. 

Nay, fatd he, for becauſe I am in this ileftate , therefore x; 
can believe nothing but what is contrary te my ſalvarion and corn; 
fort: but yeuthat are locenfident of your gevd cfitate,look thai 
it be rrue ; for it is no ſirall matter te be aſsured of fiaccrity. A 
wan had need be exceeding frongly grounded inthe truth, before. 
he Can be able to affirm ſuch a matter as you now do. Its ro 
rhe performance of a few eutward duties, but a mighty corſt2»); 
labor, with all intention of heart and affe&ion, with full deſire, 
and endeavour , continually to ſet forth Gods g!ory : There m.[.{iff 
be neither fear of Legators, Inquiſitors , Priſsns , nor any dea: i} 
whatlocyer, Many think therafclves happy that are not ; [it 
1s not every one that ſaithz Lord , Lord, rhat ſh3] ge to heaven. || 

They came another day , and found him with his cycs 
ſhut, as if he had been d2otvſie and very\oath to diſconrle, | 
at which time there came in alſoa grave man from Citadel- * 
la, who demanded of Spira, ff He knewhim o2 not. Vt | 
lifting up his epe-lids,and not (ſuddenly remembzing Him 
the man ſaid tohim , Þ am Prysbeter Anthony Fontamia, i 
vas with you at Venice ſome cight weeks ſince. O eurſc 4 
day, (a{3 Spitra, O curſed day ! Oh that I had never gone thi: 
ther, Weuld Ged I badthen died. Eeogmntn eo 

Afterwards came in a JPylefi, called Bernardiaus Sardeniue, 
bzinging with him a book of Exozciſms to conjure this 
Devil , twhom twben Spira ſaw, ſhaking His head , he (aid, 
I am verily perſwaded jndeed , that Ged bath left me to the | 
power of the devil ; but ſuch they ate, as arc not to be found. 


nt 


our Letany, neither will they be caſt out by ſpells. The P2itd | 
you Y, r will they be ut by ip Nerd» | 
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| zoceeding in his intended parpoſe , with a firange un- 
"oth xefiure, aud a10ud voice, adjured the ſpirit to come 


into Spira's tongue, and to anilwer : Spira Deriding his 
criritlefTe laboz, with a figh,turned from him. AVBiſthop 
veing there preſent, (ad to Spica , Bzother, God hath put, 
yertue into the 18101D and Dacraments ; and we have n- 
ſey the one means .an3 find not that effect tohich toe defire, 
thal we try the efficacy of the sacrament 2 Surely, if you 
take it as a true Chiifiian ought to reccive the body any 
b£00D - Thiifi,it will pzove a ſoveratgn medicine fox your 
ick (out. 

| This 1 canns: do (an{ivered he)ror they rhar have no righe th 
the promiſes , have no rigat to tac frals. The Bucharilt was aps: 
yointed only for believers, if we have nofaitn, we cat and drink 
judgement ts our ſelves. I rce-ived ic about a mvath ſince 2 bur 
1 did nzt well in fs dviag ; for Ireok it by conſtraint, and fo 1 
took it to my deep: condemnacion,. 

Ler? vVergerius btgan to fmpoLtune Him earncfily ; to be- 
ware that he did not wilifuly refill grace , and prot Him- 
ſelf ont of heaven, changing him vehemently , by alf the 
Love that was betwire them , by the love He bare to His 
childzen , yea to his own ſoul ; that He would ſet Himſelf 
ſeriouſly to return to that faith and Hope that once He Had 
in the veath of Chzifl , with many ſuch like wozys. $pi- 
ra having heard mach of the like matter fozmexly, and be- 
ing ſomewhat moved, ſaid , Yeu de but repent, Uercgerius 
what ſhegld i hepe* why thewld I believe? God bath taken 
faich from me , ſhew me them whither I ſhal gs , ſhewme a fa: 
ven wheretos 1ſhal retire. You tell me of Gods mercy, when as 
Gal hath caſt me»ff : You rcll me of Chriſts intercefGies, I have 
denied him , you command me to believe , I fay I caanct , you 
b:ing'me no comfort 3 your command 15 as impdoflible for me te 
obey as to keep the Meral Law, If yea ſheuld perſwade onc ts 
love God with all his heart, ſoul and Rrength, and God gives hiln 


' not pewcr, can he perferm your defirc 4 Do not che Chureh 
| teach us to fing , [Dirc@ us, O Lord , co love thy Command- 


nents Hypocrites ſay that they lave God with all their bearr, 
bit they lie : fer my part, I will not lie, burrell you plainly,C+ h 
ic my caſe, that though yeu ſhould never ſo much importune me 
to hepe or beltcyc, though I defire it, yet I cannet , for God, as 


| a puniſhmeatof my wickedneſs, hath caken away from me all bis 


fav.ng graces, faith, hope and all: I 2mnotthe man cheretore 


_ hz: yeu take me for. Belike you thiak Ii delight in this eſtate + 


«2 if 1 gould conceive but the leaſt ſpark of hope of a berre+ eftare 


& | 


s | 


bercafier, I would aotrefule rocndure the meſt heavy weight of 
ihe »#rath of chat great Ged, yea, for rxyenty chouſang years . fg 


| that 
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24 A Relation of the fear fu d 
that I might atlength acraints the cad of char miſery, which } 
now know will be eternal. But [tell you, my will is wound 
who lengs more to believe than I do ? bur all the greund werk ' 
hope is gone , for , if the teſtimonies of holy Scripture be try | 
(as certainly they 2re) 1s net this theneruec, [Whoſecvcr denj | 
me before men, him, ſaith Chriſt , wil 7 deny before my Far} 
which iz in heaven. | Is net this jufily my eaſe as if it had by | 
Intended agaialt this very perſen of minc > And I Pray you, vy 
{hal become of ſuch a: Ckrift denicth , ſeing [there 1s no oy | 
Name under heaven whereby you loek to be ſaved ?] What th | 
St. JIaul to the Webyetvs ? [ ic is impoſkible for thoſe y | 
were once cnilgutned, andhave caſted of heavenly gift, and vv 
pattakers efthe Holy Ghoſt, ifthey fall away, to be renews 
repentance. ] Wh. t can be more plain againft me? Ls not ty 
Scriptqgre allo,[ if we fin wilfuly after we have received the kny | 
ledge of eruth,there remains ne mere ſacrifice for fin, but ale ki; 
for | Peter ? ] The Scripture (peaks of me, $.5aul men 
l 


me, Jeter cls me, { It hai been better 1had acver knowo th 
wayof rightcouſneſs,than afterThave kaowp,te turn frem the by 

ly £6mmandments: it had been better 1 had net known , aad y: 
then my condemnation had been meſt certain.) Do you not {6 
evidently , that I bave wilfully denied the-known truths I mg | 
juſtly expe@ not en'y damnation, bur worſe, if worſe may ii , 
imagined. God will have mc unde:go the juit puniſhment of my 
fin, and make me anc<xample of bis wrath for your ſakes. 

"The company pzeſent admired his diſconrſe , ſs art 
vouſly acculing himſelf of His fozc-pafi lifg , (5 gravely | ; 
and Wiſely dilating concerning the judgemettts of God, 
that thry then were convinced that it was no frenzie 0 - 
madneſs that had poſſeſſed him , and beiug, as it were, + 


fn admiration of his effate , Spica pzoceeved again in this: 


manuer. LF opioids | 
* Take heed ro your ſelves, it is na light or cafie matter tobe 1 


Chriſtian ; it 1s ne Baptiſm or reading ef the Setipturcs, or beaſt 
ing of Faith in Chriſt . (rheugh even theſe are good) that can 
Ppreve ene £0 be an abſelutc Chriſtian, You krowwhat I ſaidbtr| - 
fare, there mult be a conformity in life : a Chriſtian muſt be ;, 
firexg , uncenquerable , not carrying an obſcure profefaion , but 

reſoljuce , expreſsing the image of Chriſt, and heldiag cut againſt 

all eppoſicien ts tbe laſt breath : he muſt (give all diligencc,) by 
righceeuſnrcſs and halinc(s, (to make his calling and elegion ſurc.) 

Many rhcere Arc that ſnarch at the P. emiſc 16 rheGoſpel,as 1. they | 
undeubredly did belong to them , aud yet they remain flav@ifb 
and carcleſs,ard being flauered by the tbings of this preſene y- ar id 
they paſl: on their courſe in quiets:f: and ſceurtt yas if they vert 
the only happy men ; whom neyerthelefſe the Lord in his p:5vi- 
4©2:34c 


" ' ' 
Efta1e7 of Francis Spira, 25 
ence bath ordained to eternal wrath,as you way ſee inSt.Llt1.0s 
-ich man. Thus ir was with me,therefore take ye beed. 

Then came one of his Nephetvs , and offered him ſome 
cqqfienance, which he iſdainfully refuſing , ſo moved thc 
young mans choler that he charged Him with hypocrille 

:11D Diſsimulation , 02 frenzie: to whom Spira gravely 


1(wering, laid: ; 
; - rpg Pye the matter 35 yon will 2 but I am ſure, lam 


-ctonly the Atcr, but the Argument and mattet ofche Tragedy. 
1 world it were frerzietither fained or true 4 forif it were frens 
:\2, 1 could put ir off at pleaſure 3 if it were a real frenzie,yer 
ere were ſome: hepe left: of - Geds mercy, whereas now there 
;znone. For I knew God hath pronounced me an encmy , and 
»vilty of high t caſon againlt 53 M2 jelty. I am a caft away, a 
«:ifel of wrath, yer dare you call it diſembling ang frenzie; avd 
can mock at the formidable exawple of the beavy wrath of God, 
tar ſhonld teach you fear and terror, But it js natural to..the 
ch either out of maiice or 1gnerance, to ſpeak perverfly ofthe 
xork; of God : (The natural man diſcerneth vor the things that 


rn emma ner i —_y 


act ef Gad, 


How can this be ((aſdGribavldus) that you 
:i[lently Diſconrſe of the inDgements of Sod 
*22ce5 of his holy ſpirit ; that you find the 


becauſe they are (piriiually diſcerned, ) 


» anD of the 
want of them, 


43 earnefily defire them, and yet you think you are utter; 
[4 DeP}IveD of them ? 


Take this for ecrtain, ſaith he, IT want the maingrace of 
211d tbat which is abſolure)y necefſary, and God deth 
- nes extort melt true and trange teſtimonies of bis 


-"d mercy, 
41DAasS, a 
6 "nf; fle his 


ve, if I do tbe like, itis no new or ſtrange matter, 
ken faith from me , and lefr me other common 
'.cper condemnation:By how much mere 


all, 
many 


Majeſly_jufti 
yea out ef the mout hs of yery reprobates ; CONV. 


frer he had betraytdbis Maſter , was confi; a 
fin, and te juſtific the innocency ef Chrift por "oe 


_ God hath 
vifts for wy 
remember, what T had, 


-d hear others difeourfe of what chey haye » by ſo. much the 


,-ore 1s my 


15r0 way to berelieved. | 

Thus (pakt he, the 
\ viokeſsing that His pangs were 
\3ights in hell endure not rhe like miſery 


torment, inthat 1 know what | wage: and -bew there 


tears all the while tricktin dofon 
were (uch 43s goes L 
: that his eflate 


wastvozſe then that ofCain82Judas,# therefos 3 
Dit. Yer behold , {aith He, tbe Seriptges- 6 ne.be ew 6 


ln (THe bal ders ro Gie., ng calls 
in verily, he. lfeemen ercfedingly . ta ; 
;3ulD he 92awn out to a longer th. 16 Trae 
: Sale 63 relief , ever and anone "rien ont 


from them; ) 
le8 his life 
3: nd finding ns 
» 0 miſceable O mi- 
ſerable 


geatHſhaj fly 
een 


Ia m—_ 
. . 
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| cel (too late) that good things bcloag only te ſuch as arc go 


— 
% _ 
KO >, ., . 
_ | = 
_ -- 


. aw3y. 


- fainly He: was overcome with Melancholy ;: Which bi 
-. nix 1 rg Spira anſivered : | 
Well be it fo 


methevulc of mine Yader 


— —— 


26 A Relation ofthe fearful | 
terable wreteh, then tutning to the company , he beſon«h : 
them in this manner : b 

O Brethren! eakea diligeat heed te your life , make my 
account ef the gif sof Gads Spiric than I have done, learn toh 
war of my miſeiy, think no: you are aſſured Chriſtians ; becay 
you uuderſtand ſomething of the Goſpel, take hecd you grow 
ſecgre on that ground , be co: fant and immeveable in the maig 
tenance of your Profeſſion 3: Confeſs even une death, if you ty 
called thereto; Hethar leyerh farher , mother , brother , (ſterg, 
ſens, —_ Kindred, hovſcs, lands, more thanChrifi is mnt! 
worthy ef him. 
Thele wo2ds (ſaid they) do not ſound like the wozds of 
a wicked Repzobate. | 

I de bur here imitare (ſaith $pir1) the rich Glutton in the Gob| 
pelwhe theugh in hell, yet was careful that his brethren ſhould} 
not come to that place of torment: and [ fay co yor, Brethrey,! 
take heed of this miſerable eftate wheceinT am, | 
Then, turning himſelf tocertain young men that were 
Nelent , he deſired them to concetve him aright. 1 do mt 
.peakehis te derogate from the certainty of ſaving taith , and the 
premiſes of the Goſpel: for they arc moſt ſure 3 But rake beed 
of relying en that faith that works not a holy ard unblameabk 
life, worthy ef a believer ; credic me, it will fail, I have tried 
.t! I preſumed I had gottenthe right faith , I preached itto 
others , I had all places of fſeripture in memery that might ſup» 
port it ; I thoughe my ſeiſſure , and inthe meantime living lm 
pievſly and carel:fly. Behold now the Judgements of God ban: 
orcitaken me, not to correRien , but to cond: muaation : AW 
now you would have me te belicve , bur it will ner be ; for | 
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whole fins are covered with Chrifls death and bleed , as with & 
va'l, and guarded with His righteous merits, frem the floed 
Gods wrath, eveo a5yvich a mighty wall, left miſerable morts 
ſhould be ſiy allewed wp with the greataeſs of their fin. Bat 
for me, I have, as it were, willfully with my hands , pull 
down this Rempier , behind whick 1 might have reſted in ſaf 
2 nd now arc the (welling watterseyen to fy ſoul}, and | am 


y , That cer 


One of his familiar friends chanced to ſa 


- ſeing you will needs have it fo 2 Thus als! 
fected againſt me , in that be hath taken fron 
Banding 20d Reaſes, fo as I £21 rec 


Gods wrath mani 


rightly efteem'and judge of my diftemper , norhope vi re13:20)y v 
On {c6., Eraghren, Ghat a dangerom thing it is, to op or fy .. 


tt! 


> 


off 


| 
: 
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- things that concern Geds glery } eſpecially to diſſemble wpon 
: bs pr. What a fearfal thing isit , to be near and almoſt "- 

2 Chriſtian ? Never was the like example te this of miney and 1 } 
therefore , if you be wiſe, you will ſericuſly confider thereof, it | 
O that Ged would let leeſe his hand from me , that itwere with F 7 | 
me now as in timespaſt ; 1 would ſcora the threats of the moſt {000 | 
Y crucl Tyravts, bear rerments with invincible reſolution, and gtocy E: 
in the eutward prefefſien of Chrift,cill I were choaked inthe flawe 
\| and my body cenſumed to aſhes, 


| do with it , (quoth thep 5 ) 1 eanaettell you ({aid he) what 
| this mind weuld meve me c@ , wpen eccifing, ner what I would 
| do, 


' their parting , they might pay together with him. $pira 
o* hardly conſented and as wwillingly perfozmed : foz he 
; (aid, My heartis eſtravged from God, 1 canuet call bimFather 
' from wy heart; all good motiens are now quitegene , BY beart 
{ is full of malediQion, hatred and blaſphemy againſt Ged } I Gind 


| myſelf; Your prayers for me thal turn to your ewn beucfit, they 


| deeper conderanation ; yet I give you hearty thanks for your 
” kind cflice of leve and gook-will ; and the Lerd return it into you 
with avleatiful encreaſe of all geod, 


| look, Heſawa Knife Tying on a table ; to which he rux- 


3 * 
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Eſtate of Francis Spira. 27 


Pou ſay you ate Deſperate, © Spira, (aid they, why then 
do pou not frive , with ſome tveapon 02 other , violently 
to make an endo your life , as deſperate men uſe to Do 
Let me have a ſword, ( ſaid $pira:) Why What wonld you 


They perceiving ſmall effect of all this their Tabour, 
but rather that he nrew Wozſe ; fo2 the avoiding of con- 
courſe of people ( fo2 every day ſelyome fewer then twenty 
continued with Him) and to flop the courſe of fame, which 
tas continually blown ahzoad of him , Thry conſult to 
carty him back again to his own Tountry: and thoſe his 
frienvs that came to comfozt Him,beagan to take their leave 
of him. Vergerius, amongdl the refi , required, that, at 


I grow mere aud more hardned in beart,and cannet Reep nor help 


can da we no good, 

Vergerius came to take Hts leave of him, whom Spira em- 
biacing, \aid, Altbovgh I knew that yetbing can brivg any be- 
nefit ro me 2 reprebate , bur thatevery thing fhaltend to my 


T.be nert day being bought down to his (intended jone- 
nity. 3» the way, looking round about him ith a ghafily 


1:0 yafttly, ſnatching hold of, as intending to miſchiev 
jin-ele ; but his friends laying hold of him, foppey bins 
1 his p1rpole : whereupon , with indignation he ſaid, x 
would } Are above God, for 1 know be will bayg os merey on 
484 


Thus 


28 A Relatlonof the fearful, &c. 
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Thus went he homewards, often ſaying, that he en 
ed the condition of Cain and Judas. Hy lay about ef 
weeks in thiscaſle, in a continual burning; neſther 
ſiring no2 receiving any thing but by fozce,and thac wi 
out digefifon ; ſoſpent , that he appearcd 2 perfect An; 
my expzeſsing to the view nothing but tinews and bon 
vehemently raging foz dzink , ever pining ?, yet fearfn 
Tive long, dzeadfulof Heil, yet coveting death, contin 
tozment, yet His otwn torment o2.- | 
And thus conſuming himſel7 with grief & hozroz,im 
tience and Deſpajr, {tke a living man in hell, he repzeſ 
ted an extraozDinaty exaniPple of the- juſtice and potve 
Gov. And thus (as far as appeareth)within a fety a 
after His arrival at His own home , he departed this p 
ſent life : Pet an occaſion to make ng:xemember , Tha: 
cret things belong uate the Lord aur God ;' hit charity to m 


to teach Him to hops Ill things, 


